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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5327

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators Cem g, Swecker, Regala, MDernott, and MAuliffe; by request
of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 16/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to technical corrections to election provisions;
amendi ng RCW 28A. 343. 300, 28A. 343.600, 28A. 343.640, and 35.02.086;
addi ng a new section to chapter 29A. 04 RCW creating a new section; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 343.300 and 1991 c 363 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The governing board of a school district shall be known as the
board of directors of the district.

Unl ess otherw se specifically provided, as in ((REA-29-13-060))
section 4 of this act, each nenmber of a board of directors shall be
el ected by ballot by the registered voters of the school district and
shall hold office for a term of four years and until a successor is
el ected and qualified. Ternms of school directors shall be staggered,
and insofar as possible, not nore than a majority of one shall be
elected to full terns at any regular election. In case a nenber or
menbers of a board of directors are to be elected to fill an unexpired
termor terns, the ballot shall specify the termfor which each such
menber is to be el ected.
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Except for a school district of the first class having within its
boundaries a city with a popul ation of four hundred thousand peopl e or
nmore which shall have a board of directors of seven nenbers, the board
of directors of every school district of the first class or school
district of the second class shall consist of five nmenbers.

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 343.600 and 1990 c 33 s 318 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any first-class school district having a board of directors of five
menbers as provided i n RCW( (28A—315-450)) 28A. 343. 300 and which el ects
directors for a term of six years under the provisions of ((RSW
29-13-060)) section 4 of this act shall cause the office of at |east
one director and no nore than two directors to be up for election at
each regular school district election held hereafter and, except as
provided in RCW ((28A—315-680)) 28A 343.670, any first-class schoo
district having a board of directors of seven nenbers as provided in
RCW ( (28A—315-450)) 28A. 343. 300 shall cause the office of two directors
and no nore than three directors to be up for election at each regul ar
school district election held hereafter.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 343.640 and 1991 c 363 s 26 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon the establishnment of a new school district of the first class
as provided for in RCW((28A—315-580)) 28A.343. 020 contai ning nore than
one fornmer first-class district, the directors of the |argest forner
first-class district and three directors representative of the other
former first-class districts selected by a mgjority of the board
menbers of the former first-class districts and two directors
representative of former second-class districts selected by a majority
of the board nenbers of former second-class districts shall neet at the
call of the educational service district superintendent and shall
constitute the board of directors of the newdistrict. Vacancies once
such a board has been reconstituted shall not be filled unless the
nunmber of remaining board nenbers is l|less than seven, and such
vacancies shall be filled in the manner ot herw se provi ded by | aw.

Each board of directors so constituted shall proceed at once to
organi ze in the manner prescribed by | aw and thereafter shall have al
of the powers and authority conferred by | aw upon boards of first-class

SSB 5327. SL p. 2
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districts wuntil the next regular school election and until their

successors are elected and qualified. At such election other than
districts electing directors for six-year ternms as provided in ((RSW
29-13-060—as—nowor—hereafter—anended)) section 4 of this act, five

directors shall be elected either at |arge or by director districts, as
the case may be, two for a termof two years and three for a term of

four years. At such election for districts electing directors for six
years other than a district having within its boundaries a city with a
popul ation of four hundred thousand people or nore and electing
directors for six year terns, five directors shall be elected either at

| arge or by director districts, as the case may be, one for a term of

two years, two for a term of four years, and two for a term of six

years.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 04 RCW
under the subchapter heading "Tinmes for Holding Elections" to read as
fol |l ows:

(1) I'n each county with a popul ation of two hundred ten thousand or
nmore, first-class school districts containing a city of the first-class
shall hold their elections biennially as provided in RCW29A. 04. 330.

(2) Except as provided in RCW 28A. 343.610, the directors to be
elected may be elected for ternms of six years and wuntil their
successors are elected, qualified, and assune office in accordance with
RCW 29A. 20. 040.

(3) If the board of directors of a school district pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section reduces the length of the termof office
for school directors in the district from six to four years, the
reduction in the length of termnust not affect the termof office of
any incunbent director without his or her consent, and a provision nust
be made to appropriately stagger future el ections of school directors.

Sec. 5. RCW35.02.086 and 2006 ¢ 344 s 20 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each candidate for a city or town elective position shall file a
decl aration of candidacy with the county auditor of the county in which
all or the major portion of the city or town is |ocated not nore than
sixty days nor less than forty-five days prior to the primary el ection
at which the initial elected officials are nom nated((;—according—teo
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ROW29A-24-050)). The elective positions shall be as provided in | aw
for the type of city or town and formor plan of governnment specified
in the petition to incorporate, and for the population of the city or
town as determned by the county legislative authority or boundary
revi ew board where applicable. Any candidate nay wi thdraw his or her
decl aration ((acecording—to—ROW-29A24-131)) at any tine within five
days after the last day allowed for filing a declaration of candi dacy.
All nanes of candidates to be voted upon shall be printed upon the
bal | ot al phabetically in groups under the designation of the respective
titles of offices for which they are candi dates. Nanes of candi dates
printed upon the ballot need not be rotated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are
retroactive and shall be applied fromJuly 1, 2004, the date that RCW
29.13. 060 was inadvertently repealed as part of a reorganization and
recodi fication of the statutes on el ections.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 20009.

Passed by the House April 7, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 16, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 17, 2009.
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